
JfL Training
JfL sites receive toolkits that contain 
all of the training tools, curriculum, 
and support materials needed for 
an organization to implement a JfL 
training class tailored to their com-
munity. Both adult and youth specific 
curriculums are available. Offered at 
no cost to course participants, each 
session covers topics such as:
•	 Understanding my life journey 

and my value as an employee
•	 Overcoming roadblocks 
•	 Perseverance, positive attitude 

and conflict resolution
•	 Succeeding through adversity
•	 Integrity in the workplace 
•	 Effective communication skills 

and customer satisfaction
•	 Developing a vocational plan and 

a stellar resume
•	 Managing employer expectations 

and taking responsibility for my 
actions

Transforming lives through 
the dignity of work

Jobs for LifeTM (JfL) offers a unique 
solution to poverty and joblessness 
in communities and for individuals 
across the country.  Today, churches 
and ministries in over 160 cities and 
34 states are leading Jobs for Life 
training classes providing biblical 
job training, ongoing assistance and 
hope to those in their community who 
struggle finding and keeping employ-
ment.  Both JfL’s program for adults 
and its recently released program 
for young adults, Powered for Life™, 
provide powerful tools for churches 
and ministries to transform lives and 
their communities as people learn 
God’s gift of work, find employ-
ment, and experience life in Christ.  

JfL Sites are able to 
engage members and volunteers 

in purposeful outreach to 
transform lives beyond 

temporary hand out assistance 

JfL Business Partners 
gain qualified employees 

while leading transformation 
in their communities

JfL Students address 
their core heart issues and 
roadblocks to achievement 

while developing a solid 
character based on 

biblical principles 

JfL Sites
Today, JfL classes are being held 
throughout the country in the 
following locations:
•	 Urban and Suburban 

Churches 
•	 Women and Children’s 

Shelters 
•	 Prisons and Re-entry 

Programs 
•	 Youth Ministries
•	 Men’s Shelters 
•	 YMCAs
•	 Rescue Missions 
•	 Faith-based Crime Preven-

tion Programs 
•	 Community Development 

Corporations 
•	 Faith-based Substance Abuse 

Recovery Programs 
•	 Community non-profits 
•	 And many more...

JfL Community Support
In addition to the training, every 
JfL student has a JfL champion (a 
mentor or a group of mentors) who 
provides the student friendship and 
support both during the training 
and following graduation. With 
this training and support system, 
churches and community organiza-
tions provide a reliable, trustworthy 
workforce to meet the pressing 
employment needs of companies in 
their area.



Poverty  
In 2009, over 43 million people were living in poverty in the U.S. (up from 37 
million in 2007). This is the highest amount in our country’s history. 1 The costs 
associated with poverty in the U.S. total about $500 billion per year. 2

Recidivism   
67% of ex-offenders are re-arrested within 3 years of their release from prison. 
3 Along with the added crimes, it costs $25,000/yr to incarcerate an individual in 
a federal prison.4

Homelessness  
Climbing out of homelessness is virtually impossible for those without a job. 5 
The 150,000 chronically homeless people in the U.S. cost $10.95 billion/yr in 
public funds. 6

Domestic Violence 
An extensive report by the National Institute of Justice found that the rate of 
violence against women increases as male unemployment increases. 7

Crime
Researchers at The Ohio State University examined national crime rates and found 
much of the increase in crime can be explained by falling wages and rising 
unemployment among men without college educations. 8

Divorce 
Financial stress and pressure not only impacts businesses but is often the leading 
reason couples site for divorce according to the Institute for Family Studies.

Effects on Youth 
For many youths, attaining employment signals the start of real adult life. 
[A parent’s] unemployment will cause much devastation, resulting in shattered 
dreams, loss of personal identities, and lack of zeal for life in general. 9

Depression and Suicide 
In addition to a diminished sense of self, those exposed to unemployment 
exhibit higher levels of anxiety, depression, and lack of sleep. 10 According 
to the American Association of Suicidology, there is also a relationship between 
suicide and unemployment. Unemployed people are two to four times as likely 
to commit suicide. 11
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“Two weeks before the 

completion of the Jobs for 

Life class, [a student’s] bond 

came up and she could have 

been released. But she asked 

the judge if she could stay 

15 extra days so that she 

could finish the Jobs for Life 

course. We had never had 

anyone do that before.”

- Pamela Bolding, 

JfL Site Leader


	Class days: Monday and Thursday
	Class times: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
	Site name: Christian Outeach Center
	Contact phone: 225-377-8582
	Contact email/website: Contact Email:j.robertsoncoc@gmail.com
	Site address: 1427 Main StreetBaton Rouge, LA 70802
	Additional info: New Classes begin September 12, 2016Classes will meet for 8 weeksFood and Childcare will be provided


