
Building A Network  
OF LEADERS TO WIN 
NEW SAFETY PRIORITIES 

ABOUT CRIME SURVIVORS FOR SAFETY AND JUSTICE
Survivors of crime want and deserve a justice system that prioritizes healing, prevention, rehabilitation 
and recovery—not more prisons and jails. Crime Survivors for Safety and Justice, a program of 
Californians for Safety and Justice, is a statewide movement with chapters in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco Bay Area, Fresno, Stockton, Sacramento and San Diego. Together, we are sharing our stories 
and advocating for smarter policies that can prevent crime, improve the justice system, and better 
support survivors, our families and our communities. To get involved, please contact Anna Cho Fenley, 
CSSJ Director, at anna@safeandjust.org.

Through our groundbreaking new curriculum, Crime Survivors for Safety 
and Justice seeks to train new chapter members as organizers who 
advocate for smarter justice policies in our communities and our state.
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Most Harmed, Least Helped 
Communities of color are impacted the most by violent 
crime, and yet receive the least support. We will dig deep 
into the problem, and highlight how we can shape our 
policies to address this issue. 

How Over-Incarceration Makes Us All Unsafe
Our research shows that the majority of survivors prefer 
rehabilitation over incarceration for violent crime. We 
examine the revolving door of the U.S. criminal justice  
system and how over-incarceration perpetuates the pain  
in communities most harmed by crime. 

New Safety Priorities for Impacted Communities
In California, it has been estimated that spending on prisons 
has grown by over 1500% since 1980. How did we get here? 
And how can we ensure that resources can be invested in new 
priorities that can create safe and healthy communities for all?

Trauma-Informed Grassroots Organizing 
Among the new safety priorities won by Crime Survivors  
for Safety and Justice, we secured $2 million to expand  

the number of trauma recovery centers in the state. We will 
take a look at how we can affect long-term change for our 
communities from a trauma-informed perspective. 

Public Speaking
With group activities, break out sessions, individual sharing, 
and personal encouragement, this workshop fosters a sense 
of community among leaders and empowers each participant 
to make her or his voice heard through public speaking. 

Winning Policy Campaigns 
Through grassroots advocacy, we can achieve effective 
policy change that is responsive to the true needs of our 
communities. One example is Proposition 47, which has 
resulted in 40,000 fewer felony convictions per year and has 
the power to impact the lives of more than one million people 
in California. This training will equip organizers with the tools 

necessary to win policy campaigns in our communities.

OUR CURRICULUM
Crime Survivors for Safety and Justice has designed a groundbreaking curriculum, Building a Network of Leaders to Win 

New Safety Priorities, to grow our movement of survivors of crime trained to win smarter policies that can transform our 

communities and our state. Below, please find more information on what the curriculum covers.

ABOUT ALLIANCE FOR SAFETY AND JUSTICE 
Alliance for Safety and Justice (ASJ), a project of the Tides Center, is a national organization that aims to win new safety 

priorities in states across the country. ASJ partners with leaders and advocates to advance state reform through networking, 

coalition building, research, education and advocacy. ASJ also brings together diverse crime survivors to advance policies 

that help communities most harmed by crime and violence. ASJ is the sister organization of Californians for Safety and 

Justice, also a project of Tides Center and Vote Safe, a 501(c)4 project of The Advocacy Fund. 
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GET INVOLVED. 
To learn more about this new curriculum or about Crime Survivors for Safety and Justice, please contact Aswad Thomas, 

National Organizer, at aswad@safeandjust.org.


